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1. Considering further the informetion we were discussing
yesterday, I thought we might be sble to coumbine logically the
statements on the legal basis for search with the broed mutual
interests in the area., After the referemce to the statutory
authority of the Coast Guard and the penalty provisions for false
manifesting, the thought could proceed in this manner,

Hot only would the presence of arms on board this
ship unidentified as such and manifested as geuneral
merchandise be a violation of United Btates law, but
also by its concealment would indicate that its presence
vas inimical to the interests of peace and good order in
an area intimately bound with the national defense and
secuxrity of the United States as well as with the
security interests of all those having similar interests
and responsibilities in the srea, Even though such
material was not found in the cargo, it is believelthat
the best intesest of Her Majesty's Govermment as well
as that of the United States was served by taking the

. necessary legal action on the basis of information
recsived, ' o

2, You would probably want to rephrase the sbove if used,
but I have written it out to indicate my thought that there is
nothing incompatible in the two lines of argument. Purthermore,
I vonder if in preparing an international convention on comtrol
of ermed shipmenis in that area the same general thought could
not be followed, i.e., that concealed or clandestine shipments are
per e when inimical to the best interests of all parties signas-
tory to the convention and subject to selzure under set '




conditions. I should think this would be more eccepteble than aeny
attempt to obtain & general esbargo and would, if the convention
were properly phrased, permit the United States Coast Guard to take
action on the high seas under Section 89(a) of Title 14. A
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